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BPA Conducts its Sixth Operation Skyhook
by Ron Lisberg (Redtail 10)

The Black Pilots of America gathered Memorial Day
weekend at Pine Bluff Arkansas for this years' annual
“Operation Skyhook”, a combination of flying skills
contests, business, and fellowship.

The annual fly-in that gathers Black pilots from around <
the country to Pine Bluff was again a resounding -~
success. Ower 50 airplanes came this year despile

weather that clouded mosl of the Atlantic coast

keeping many airplanes at home that weekend. Those

who did not bring their airplanes came by car or the

airline,

Operation Skyhook has grown every year, This year
the city of Pine Bluff and the Pine BIuff airport were
armong the sponsors of the event.

Although competition between chapters runs high in  Col. Fiztroy “Buck” Newsum - Guest speaker at
the various flying competitions, giving the Pine Bluff  Sunday evening banquet

children and adults airplane rides was the highlight of

every day after the competition closed at 1630hrs.

Each chapter provided a minimum of one airplane for rides, each day, until everyone who wanted o a ride got one.

The flying competition included Pylon Races, Cross Country proficiency, Balloon Burst, Spot landing, and Team Formation
Flying. There are individual scores, and based on those individual scores the chapler scores are determined. The crowds'
favorite competitions are the Balloon Burst, the Pylon Races, and the Team Formation, which are in full view of the stands.

Bragging rights for the chapters are at stake for a year for the different chapters. So the competition really heats up as well
as the trash talking in the pit area.

The bulk of the membership normally arrives on Thursday and the competition begins on Friday with the Cross Country
Proficiency race and public rides for those not participating in the Cress Country Proficiency race. Pylon Race Saturday
consists of three timed laps with pilots working against the clock for best time. This year set a record for the number of
entries and set several speed records were set in some of the pylon classes. A record number entered the Spot Landing
Contest also this year. Several pilots actually touched the line with only inches between the third and fourth place finishers,

This year, the decision to post the scores every hour on the scoreboard to stim ulate and motivate competition did just that.
Seeing the scores was probably the cause of more entries than ever in all the events. The chapter’s strategy was o get as
many airplanes and pilots as possible in the air for all the events. Those members who did not bring airplanes could rent
airplanes from the local FBO in order to compete, Chapters gol as many pilots as possible to fly, allowing them to score
points for their team, a strategy the Atlanta Raptors made famous last year to take the team first place trophy home,
Continued on page 6
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The Fire, This Time

By Dravid L. Alexander I1

During my formative vears in Bosqueville, TX when the adults wanted to start a fire, they
sent the kids into the nearby woods to et some kindlin', We picked the best, for we knew the
better the kindlin', the better the fire,

MNow, in a giant leap to the present, Fred Lewis summoned us to Mexia, TX to prepare for the
“lire™ that will allow us o reum o our glory vears when we, the Bronze Eagles, were the
perennial chammpions of Black general aviation. This time. we will “light up™ the rest of the
Black Pilots of America (BPA) during the flyving compettion in Pine Bluff, AK.

Recall, vou can't start a good fire without sood kindlin®, Entered the brash, braggadocios,
competition-fired Anthony Hall to supply the kindlin®. He took it upon himself to further the
return-lo-domination dream of Fred; on this, he would not aceept no from anyene. Through his
and efforts of others, seven owners Hew their anplanes up for the competition. Mamely: Fred
Lewis and Jim Brown in their Mooney; Ed and Wanda Kimbrough (June Marsh) in their Mooney,
Dianny Perking in his Comanche 250; Rube Williams {wile, Sherry and daughter, Tyrica) in a
Grumman Cheetah; Marvin Smith 111 (James Miller and Darrel Gaines) in a Cessna Cardinal;
Harvey Yick [11 i his Cessna Cardinal; Anthony Hall (Doug Smocts and David Alexander 11)
in the Baron, All flights were conducted under Instrument Flight Bules (1IFR).

Upon the arrival of all the above-mentioned pilots, the competition ensued, each pilot was
initially given three balloons o burst and had to conclude each sortie with a spot landing. As
cach took off, batthng a fifleen-knot wind, he was single-focused. This day would belong o
him; he would burst more balloons and land exactly on the spot. Thizs was not his day to be
denied, He would, this day, relish in glow of the admiring glances the others would cast on him
for being the best of the best, The line was thus drawn.

Things went well [or some and for others not so well, Never ones to be outdone, aller some
hangar [ving, latter pilots returned o the sky to further hone their skills and mcrease their
chances of walking away as the unofTicial champion, and so it continued,

Al the conclusion of the flying, Tames Miller, Houston President, provided tmely assessments
of the pilots’ performances during his debrielings.

Later, as guests of Nat, Inez Clark and son, Scooter, we were privy 1o some gracious Mexia, TX
hospitality. As no spirits were provided, Nat came to the rescue, He asked tor and received the
assistance of the dynamic and gregarious Nemons brothers, Charles Ray and Louis, in procuring
the before-mentioned items. That done we allowed oursebves to partake into the wee hours of
the might. We remimsced with the brothers, of the time when Nat first profTered his imvitation
for the club to practice in Mexia. We mused about that first vear when the inhabitants, all
nationalities, of three counties showed up, some 500 hundred strong, to see Black pilots. We
gave airplane rides to the entire lot, Tt came to pass that for several years we made twe trips 1o
this central Texas town. This trip would be the rekindling of those glory davs,

Ihe flight back was as safe and uneventful s the one gomg. Back in Houston, all pilots were
contacted telephonically to assure thal there were no unfavorable incidents or accidents,
Anthony, Tames, Doug, Danny and | resumed hangar flving in Anthony’s hangar, Later on, we
continued our verbal escapades at the Captaing Restaurant as we enjoyed some excellent
seafood, Needless to zay, on this weekend, we all had a very good and productive time; it
seemed like times of yore.

Ome last note; BPA, beware the fire this time!!!
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Bronze Eagles of Texas Operatmn Skyhook Team Winners

The Bronze Eagles of Texas wins the Team Trophy at Operation Skyhook with a total of 1744 points. The top five scorers
on the team were Anthony Hall, Marvin Smith, Ed Kimbrough, Kevin Sanders and James Brown.

Anthony Hall has been a Bronze Eagle for many years and is presently the city attorney for Houston. He scored 458
points during the three-day of competition.

Marvin Smith, a relative new member of the Bronze Eagles (4 years), a graduate of Texas Southern University and is
prasently flying a Gulfstream 1 part time, scored 383 points.

Ed Kimbrough, also a long time member of the Bronze Eagles and has a business in Houston madifying the Mooney,
scored 315 points while flying 66790, his Mooney.

Kevin Sanders, a new member of the Bronze Eagles, a retired Lt. Commander teaching ROTC at an Austin high school,
won the Balloon busting competition by breaking eight balloons before eliminating all competition in that event, He scored
atotal of 210 points during the three-day of competition.

Jim Brown, the Bronze Eagle State President and a long time member of the Bronze Eagles, scored a perfect 150 points
in the Spot Landing by landing right on the line. Jim’s lotal score for all of the events was 275 points.

According to the Skyhook rules only the top five-member scores count towards the team trophy. Therefore, this year the
Bronze Eagles won with the above five member's scores.
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